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In this talk, I reflect on the failed friendship of composer Morton Feldman (1926–1987) and painter Philip Guston (1913–1980).
Drawing on Hannah Arendt’s theorization of friendship and its role in aesthetics and politics, I trace the work of mourning Feldman
and Guston attempted following the breakdown of their relationship in 1970 following Guston’s turn away from pure abstraction
towards a figurative and allegorical style. I focus first on Guston’s paintings from the mid-1970s in which the painter absorbed
Feldman and their shared history into his new aesthetic. I then turn to Feldman memorialization of Guston in the 1980s. Focusing
on the spectral presence of Guston in his compositions Three Voices and For Philip Guston—I argue that Feldman also turned to
the past as he struggled to reconcile himself to Guston’s late style. However, unlike Guston, Feldman deferred reconciliation even
though he realized, in the end, that he was changing as his friend had changed. I conclude with some broader reflections on the
study of friendship as a critical method for interdisciplinary inquiry.
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